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September 1, 2026


Слава Ісусу Христу!
Glory be to Jesus Christ!

Dear Youth,

	On the occasion of the first ever Day for Teenagers – September 17, as proclaimed by the Ukrainian Catholic Synod of Bishops, I greet you with faith, joy, and hope in my heart!
	We read in Luke’s Gospel about Jesus when he himself was a youth and how when he was twelve years old, he went with his parents to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. When the festival was over and his parents started to return home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem but his parents did not know it. After searching for him among relatives and friends in the group of travellers, Jesus’ parents returned to Jerusalam and found him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. He parents were both relieved and amazed (Luke 2:41-52).
Dear Youth, your teenage years can be viewed as a symbolic transitional age – a time when a young person begins to ask deeper questions about themselves, God, their calling, and their place in the community. The story of Jesus, who at this age is already conscious of his relationship with God the Father and speaks of being about his Father’s business, can serve as an example of how you too can grow like Jesus in your own relationship with God, your parents, siblings, friends, and others as you explore the world around you and your place in it.
Above all, know that you are loved by God!
And may you, like Jesus, “grow in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor” (Luke 2:52).
	May the God’s blessings be upon us! And may Saint Sophia, and her three daughters Faith, Hope, and Love – the Patrons of the Day for Teenagers – watch over you and guide you!
Sincerely in Christ,
[image: English signature]
Most Rev. David Motiuk
Eparchial Bishop
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